March 8, 2017
Office of the Mayor
The Honorable Senator Murkowski
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-0203

Dear Lisa,
The Valdez City Council has approved this letter expressing opposition to the timing of
the U.S. Navy Training Operation scheduled to be held May 1 thru May 12, 2017 in the
Gulf of Alaska.
As you know, these exercises are not new to our area, but the timing is something that
we have not seen before. There is much concern over this timing and how it will affect
our salmon runs. We had a disastrous pink salmon return last year and there has not
been a definitive answer as to why our money fish returned in such extremely low
numbers. If the Navy is allowed to run these exercises this Spring, during the return,
that will be one more variable added to the possible reasons for reduced salmon
returns, if that occurs again this year. The researchers will not be able to separate the
effects of sonar and live ordnance from that of the chemical and physical changes in our
ocean when they try to discover the reason for low returns. This added variable will
also slow down finding a solution to help restore future, healthy runs.
Last October the City Council approved the enclosed Resolution stating that we are not
opposed to the training, but we are opposed to the timing. Valdez depends on healthy
salmon runs and wildlife. Therefore, as your constituents we ask that you make a direct
request to the U.S. Navy to postpone the on-water portion of Northern Edge 2017 and
all future training exercises in the Gulf of Alaska to occur only after mid-September and
before mid-March, as they have been conducted in the past.
Thank you Senator, for your service to our state and the country.
Respectfully,

Ruth E. Knight
Mayor, City of Valdez, Alaska

City of Valdez, PO Box 307, Valdez, AK 99686
Phone: 907-834-3408 Fax: 907-835-2992
Website: www.ci.valdez.ak.us
Email: rknight@ci.valdez.ak.us

